


Doris Blanchette has been an
important part of our womenÕs 
ministry for decades. As our
Coordinator of Family Ministries,
she has plenty of experience with
the pain and struggles of homeless

women and their children. And
when we asked her how things have
changed over the years, she said,
ÒThe problems now seem so deep.
We have always had homeless 
people, people using drugs and

alcohol. But now
the problems are 
so complicated.
ThereÕs no human
answer. It will take
God to untangle the
problems these
women have.

ÒThe family has
so disintegrated.
People donÕt know
where to turn, who
to ask for help.
ThatÕs the main
thing I deal with,

the women not knowing what to 
do. They need to belong and are 
looking to belong. But they have
looked in the wrong places. ThatÕs
why rescue missions are so 
successful. The women may return
over and over, but itÕs a place to
come back to. Why? ItÕs clean, itÕs
loving, it provides food, itÕs safe,
and it offers belonging. They hear
and see the love of Jesus here.

ÒI donÕt refuse no matter how
many times theyÕve been here for
help. They may be old and gray
before it all ÔclicksÕ and they see
Jesus is the answer, that it is Him
that is providing for them.Ó

In her years with Muskegon
Rescue Mission, Doris has seen 
our city go from a rich lumber
boomtown to a place where jobs 
are scarce, making our ministry
even more vital. ÒIf a person wants
to invest some of GodÕs money
locally, where it would bear fruit,
it would be here,Ó she says.

Doris is 78 years young this year
and continuing to make a difference
in the lives of hurting people every
day. Please join us in praising God
for her many years of faithful,
tireless service, and pray for GodÕs
blessing on the women and children
she loves so unselfishly!
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Doris BlanchetteCARING EVERY DAY:

Doris (right) with one of the residents 
she serves so faithfully.

ÒMany years ago, the very first person I met at the shelter had
been my very best friend in high school. We had lost touch over
the years. She came from a wealthy family, and it was sad to see
that sin, addiction, and many poor choices had robbed her of
everything. She came to us so distraught that she left the shelter
without receiving or accepting our care and help. Sadly, her body
was found the next day.

ÒThe men and women who come here were precious babies at
one time but sin has robbed them of their lives. ThatÕs why I do
this every day. I canÕt retire. This is in my heart.Ó
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